OASIS (Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations) ** Project Outline

 The OASIS project aims to provide access to the large and growing body of archaeological grey literature and to make it available to researchers and teachers. OASIS is a collaborative venture between the Archaeology Data Service (ADS), the English Heritage National Monuments Record (EH-NMR), and the Archaeological Investigations Project (AIP). 

The advent of PPG16 has led to a massive increase in the amount of archaeology being undertaken in England, conducted by consultants or contracting field units operating to requirements developed by curatorial archaeologists working in local government. It is usually a requirement that copies of the resultant reports are lodged with the regional or county SMR. Although theoretically available for public consultation these reports are rarely published in any conventional sense. It is estimated that since 1990 there have been about 28,000 separate archaeological investigations although most of these remain unpublished. 

From 1995, English Heritage funded an annual data collection exercise to compile an index of archaeological investigations. The results have been published as annual hard copy volumes, The Gazetteer of Archaeological Investigations in England, issued as supplements to the British and Irish Archaeological Bibliography.  An archive copy of the database which provides the information for the printed volumes published to date has been deposited with the English Heritage NMR. Since 1978 the NMR has also compiled a separate database of archaeological interventions, The Excavation Index. By 1998 this held records for over 55,000 archaeological interventions in England. Data was collected from a variety of sources, combining bibliographic recording with direct supply in the form of reports, proformas and microfilm deposited with the NMR. The scope of the Index covers both invasive and non-invasive methods of fieldwork, and has been expanded to bring it closer in line with the Archaeological Investigations Project, holding basic data on the location and results of fieldwork. From September 1998 selected fields from the Index have been available on the Internet via the ADS on-line catalogue ArchSearch (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue), together with the related Microfilm Index.

The OASIS project was developed in response to the need to provide a single unified index to archaeological investigations, a means of accessing the associated grey literature, and an online method by which the index could be maintained. A major achievement of the project was to integrate the AIP records with the Excavation Index to provide a single concorded list. The concordance programme delivered a fully unified record for archaeological interventions in England for the period from 1700 to 1998.Where a fuller electronic copy of a report is available on-line, either on the ADS server or on the web site of the contractor or SMR it is possible to include the URL of the resource as a bibliographic reference. As curators begin to require deposition of digital reports and as they make them available on the Internet it will be possible to build up an online virtual library of grey literature, directly linked from the index.

OASIS also aims to use IT to ease the flow of information from those undertaking fieldwork to the wider archaeological community. The current situation involves tremendous duplication of effort. OASIS aims to capture the data once, hold it in a database, and then to allow all those parties who have a legitimate interest in it to access it. An on-line web-based Data Submission Form has been created, which is being used to inform the relevant monument records of the completion of specific field or post-excavation tasks, such as the deposition of ‘grey literature’ reports or of archives. The report can be completed on-line to provide details of all aspects of the intervention required by the local planning authority. Once the form has been completed to the satisfaction of the contractor it is then submitted to the SMR and NMR as email messages. Monument records then participate in checking and enhancing the records on-line. Some may have a validation role in checking for the accuracy of the interpretation, or the correct use of terminology. It is recognised that the diversity of local practices will mean that the information flow may vary according to region and the OASIS form and database holdings module will have to be flexible enough to accommodate the various roles required by the different organisations involved. At six-monthly intervals a copy of all new validated Excavation Index records will be supplied to the ADS and made available on-line via ArchSearch.

Please visit the OASIS site at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ and email any comments or questions to        oasis@minerva.york.ac.uk.
